HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

contact the Mathematics and the Astronomy of the Indians
stand. Hence it is, not unreasonable to admit the possibility
of the Greek influence also in the region of Mathematics.
But here it is considerably more difficult to come to a final
decision. For, obvious indications as exist in the case of the
Indian Astronomy e.g. the technical terms of unmistakable
Greek origin, are absent in the region of Mathematics. Also
there is an absence in this case, of a common system of
'half-true' theories found simultaneously on both sides e.g. the
theory of Epicycle in Astronomy. Of course it is evident,
that an agreement of this special kind is a very convincing
proof of real historical connection. The absence of such and
other similar proofs is naturally to be taken to a certain
extent to indicate the originality of the Indians in the domain
of Mathematics. To this we might add the other circums-
tances, viz. that at least in Arithmetic, the Indian cannot
be regarded as having originated from the Greek in any
particular and that in certain higher matters, specially
regarding indeterminate analysis, their works are considerably
in advance of the Greeks."

Introduction, of Arabic Numerals into Europe.
If then Arithmetic and Algebra had their origin in
India when did the Arabs come to know of them? jit is cus-
tomary to say that it was due to the influence of Muham-
medanism that learning spread through Arabia and 'Persia;
and it was so, in part. But learning was already respected in
these countries long before Muhammed appeared, and com-
merce flourished all through this region; in Persia, for
example, the reign of Khashru Anushirwan, the great contem-
porary of Justinian, the law-maker, was characterised not
only by an improvement in social and economic conditions, but
by the cultivation of letters. Khashru fostered learning by
inviting to his court scholars from Greece and by encouraging
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